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dated track record of vibrgpy
d excellent extra-academic achievement

ble position among the diverse facultieg
ed teachers, talented and motivateq |

spread across the world, haye |
ent status the Department has been able tq |

Principal’s Desk | .
The Department of English has a consoli

jcademic performance and
which elevates it to an admira .
E:nzo:m:mo:;mnmacc?00335 .
students, and an sccomplished alumni
contributed to the emin

. no the past fifty years.
' attain during the P to see that the Department of

| | feel genuinely happy and proud |
' English is bringing out another odition of their newsletter, News from

| the Isle, which has, year after year, served to showcase the potentiz
' and performance of the Department to the world. As an
' in-house publication it provides ample space to high-
light the collective merit and individual attainments of
' the students and teachers of the Department. On behalf
' of the management and the administration of the
' college, | congratulate the Department and the editors
of the newsletter for the good work they have put in.

)

Dr Rubeena mr
Principal

HOD’s Message
The last academic year witnessed a spate of academic and co-curricu-
lar activities that truly enriched the intellectual and emotional planes of
the campus life of the students and faculty of the Department of English.
We feel genuinely proud of the sweet results garnered through our dili-
gent and dedicated work. The faculty, the students and their parents, the
m_.CB:_. of the Department, and the general public have concertedly con-
tributed to the outstanding performance of the Department during the
academic year 2018-2019, and | may utilize this space to |
place on record our gratitude to each and every one of
H.:m:\_. The 2018 edition of News from the Isle is a bo
w% record of the activities and achievements of ﬁnm
€partment during the last academic year; | thank the

editors for their enthusiasti
1N \ - _:
inother issue of the newsletter compiling yet

Dr. K. Geethaku
I NN nt ﬂsm:mj

_am:
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Many a milestone has been achieved since India made its tryst with destiny and com-
menced its sojourn as a sovereign democracy. Gone are the days when it was at the mercy of
the colonial masters, and had to chart its struggle for freedom through movements founded
on and reinforced with the principles of peaceful resistance and nonviolent protest. Modern
India, an independent country ruled by elected representatives of the natives themselves,
ought to be a lot more responsible, civilized and benign in its gubernatorial exertions as well
as expression of internal dissent. Unfortunately the callous dictates of power politics have
steered the verbal expression as well as body language of both the ruling and the opposition
parties on the Indian soil far into the other side of propriety. Abusive verbiage, vitriolic mutual
condemnation, vandalism of public as well as private property, impatient calls for aggressive
action, physical manhandling and even extermination of the opponent have, of late, come to
characterize the Indian response to untenable entities, whether they be institutions, individu-
als or even the idea of democracy as such.

What have students got to do with this? The campuses have incrementally turned in the
recent times into a happy hunting ground for the big brothers in politics to seek “agent provo-
cateurs.” Starting with prompting their apprentices on the campus into minor skirmishes
meant to satisfy partisan egos, they have no qualms in driving the younger lot to criminality,
violence and vandalism. Students in their teens — high on adrenalin, impulsive and naive, keen
to satisfy the demands of their political masters, and with no real control for anyone including
their parents over their parochially constricted thought process — do not think twice before
pandering to the self-promoting politics of their mentors. In their myopic enthusiasm for polit-
ical one-upmanship they forget that differences can be settled amicably too, through process-
es of conflict resolution. Long-drawn these might be, but lasting they are, for sure. The young
people on the campus today are to be parliamentarians of tomorrow, and if they are incapable

of showing patience, tolerance and respect for the other, the shrine of democracy would con-
tinue to be desecrated.

A misguided penchant for mobocracy whereof the youth often exhibit an obnoxious ten-
dency to show collective partisan strength through physical rather than ideological supremacy,
has the potential to aggravate into such undesirable practices as moral policing, trial by the
public and even lynching, all happening in contravention of the established law of the land,
and against the spirit of tolerance and peaceful co-existence essential for maintaining the
democratic ethos of our nation. The fallacious logic of the right of might is untenable under a
democracy because it implicitly involves the breach of the rights to life, to liberty of faith and
opinion, and to equality and dignity, guaranteed to individuals by the constitution. Numerous
reports of clashes on the street between youth belonging to different political creeds, public
trial of innocent men and women on parochially founded suspicions of immoral conduct, and
even physical manhandling by the mob, have thoroughly shaken the confidence of the ordi-
nary individual in the State with respect to one’s status as a citizen. The latest, and perhaps

the most upsetting of such reports was the murder of Madhu, an utterly impoverished and
starved, mentally unsettled, and helplessly lonely tribal youth by a group of people who
mounted a show of public trial on him on charges of theft. The youth organisations in the State
— political, cultural, and religious = which spend lakhs and lakhs of Rupees on their District and
State conventions, may do well to make a little bit of introspection regarding their raison d

etre after the gruesome and unjust killing of the poor, subaltern youth.

The human spirit, in its individual and collective dimensions, has prnv&d itself on a myriad

of occasions and from different corners of the world, to be infinitely more powerful than phys-
ical might in opposing oppression and emerging victorious out of conditions of suffocating

injustice. Great writers like George Bernard Shm have demonstrated to the world, through
their life and work, the viability of peamﬂﬂ 'l' “' Mﬂ ﬂllﬂiﬁﬁ d‘mmm B appropriate -
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democracy, and in the abs | = F i _
nfallibility and unquestionability will fall into morbidity and self-disintegration. Reason, com.

munication, negotiation, accommodation, tolerance, consensus, peaceful O-eXxistence etr
should ideally constitute the key ingredients of the political culture that the younger genera.
son should imbibe from their political mentors. But these have pathetically gone out of the
reckoning in the modern society. A sense of respect and appreciation for the dignity of th;

human persona of the opponent should lead a youngster into the path of decent and amiable
ways of registering dissent.
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‘ Dr Govind R
Assistant Professor of English

oo
e

L

§ced by TapScanner

a3 4



~—g——
d Theorist, Professor Jonathan Dollimore at M.5.M. College

Renowne
it was literally an academic dream come true for the fraternity of teachers of English in
Kerala to listen to and interact with Prof. Jonathan Dollimore, renowned cultural theorist and

Honorary Senior Research Fellow at the Shakespeare Institute in the University of Birmingham in
the UK. Prof. Dollimore had come down to attend the three-day International Colloguium on “Lit-
erary Theory and the History of Ideas” organized by the Department of English, M.S.M. College in
collaboration with the Kerala State Higher Education Council(KSHEC). The Conference (organized
under the Erudite Scholar—-in—Residence Programme of the KSHEC) which commenced on 3 Octo-

ber 2018, veritably turned out to be a festival of ideas involving erudite talks, interactive sessions,
paper presentations and plenary sessions. The crowning glory of the conference which witnessed

the confluence of the most intellectually active minds of Kerala, was the inspiring lecture deliv-

ered by Prof. Dollimore on the future of Cultural Materialism as a tool for socio-literary analysis.
The Lecture was followed by an even more enlightening and thought provoking colloquium led by

prof. Dollimore and Prof. Meena T. Pillai, Director of the Centre for Culture Studies of the Univer-

sity of Kerala, the full transcript of which has been published in the January 4, 2019 issue of the
Frontline Magazine published by The Hindu. The Department of English is indeed indebted to

Prof. Jonathan Culler for graciously obliging with its request to send an Article to be read in

absentia at the valedictory function of the Colloquium.
The academic sessions that followed during the subsequent days touched extensively and

almost exhaustively on diverse topics of relevance for contemporary cultural, material and intel-
lectual debates. Scholars of repute like Dr. Kunhammad K. K., Head of the Department of English
and Foreign Languages, Kannur University, Dr. Arun Lal, Assistant Professor of English, Govern-

ment College, Mokeri, Dr. Zeenath Mohammed Kunhi, Assistant Professor, Department of English,
Farook College, Calicut, and Dr.Kalyani Vallath, Director, Vallaths Total English Solutions, led the
panel discussions and the plenary sessions. The Research Papers presented by teachers,

researchers and students in various sessions were of immense utility in guiding the debates for-

ward.
The “Young Intellectuals Lecture Series” included in the conference offered the participants

a novel and refreshing experience of listening to new voices emerging in the field of literary
theory. Providinga venue of academic exposure to the aspiring scholars among the younger gen-

eration in Kerala, it acquainted the audience with the interpolations they provided to the preva-

lent bodies of cultural and theoretical knowledge. Aravindan S. S., Assistant Professor of English,
Mahatma Gandhi N.S.S. College, Thiruvananthapuram, Meera C, Research Scholar in the Institute
of English, University of Kerala, Sucheta Sankar, Assistant Professor of English, Krishtu Jayanti Col-
lege, Bangalore, and Bhagyalekshmi Mohan, Assistant professor of English, Bharatidasan Govern-
ment College, Pondicherry, captured the imagination of the audience with fresh interpretations

and fledgling ideas.
Dr S. Amina, Principal, M.S.M. College, Kayamkulam presided over the inaugural

function.Dr. K. Geethakumari, HOD of English delivered the welcome address. Prof. Nada Rajan,
the Joint Convener of the Colloquium, delivered the Concept Note. Janab P. A. Hilal Babu, chair-
man of the M.S.M. group of institutions gave the benedictory address. Felicitations were offered
by Dr. Saji Mathew and Dr Shefeeque V., Research officers of the Kerala State Higher Education
Council, Dr. Lal C. A. Associate Professor and Director, School of Distance Education, University of
Kerala, and Dr. Meena T Pillai, Professor, Institute of English. Prof. Arshad Ahammad A., the Con-

vener of the Conference, proposed the Vote of Thanks.
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The Department
of English organized a
series of Invited Talks
In July 2018 as part of
the Al Haj P.K.Kunju
Sahib Memorial Lec-
ture Series instituted
to commemorate the

A
der of M.S.M. Group of Educational Institutions. Dr Radhika S., former Associate Professor

N * + :
F?L[J;ngliﬂh Fatima Matha National College, Kollam, delivered an erudite lecture on the topic,
?Literarv Aesthetics” in the forenoon on 06 July, 2018. Dr Parvathy, Associate Professor of

English, Fatima Matha National College, Kollam spoke on Research Methodology, in the after-
noon on the same day. Dr R. Sivadasan Pillai and Dr. V. Krishna Kumar, distinguished scholars
and former members of the faculty of English, M.S.M. College, Kayamkulam, shared with the
faculty and the students their insights into Psychoanalysis and Eco-aesthetics respectively in
two sessions organized on 09 July 2018. Dr K. Geethakumari, HOD of English, welcomea the
Rubeena S., Associate Professor of English, proposed the Vote of Thanks.

24 Frames: Talk on Film Studies

gathering and Dr

The 2018 edition of 24 Frames, the prestigious Film Stud-
ies Club of the Department of English, was held on 22 No-
vember 2018. The annually organized, invited talk on film
appreciation was delivered by Prof. P Harikrishna, former
HOD of English, N. S. S. College, Pandalam. Prof.Harikrishna
gave the audience a panoramic view of world cinema by
way of elaborating on the social aesthetics of the vernac-

ular films in comparison with the international fare.
A comparative analysis of the relative merits and demerits of the so-called Commercial film

industry of Malayalam and the avant garde Art cinema, constituted the subtext of the Lecture.
The talk was followed by an interactive session which was truly an eye- opener to the enthusi-
asm and familiarity of the younger generation with the idiomatic language of the visual
medium as well as the technical aspects of film production. Dr.Amina S. Principal, M.S.M.
College, inaugurated the function. Dr K. Geethakumari, Associate Professor of English, wel-
comed the gathering, and Dr Rubeena S. proposed the vote of thanks. Prof. Nada Rajan and

Prof. Grisha Anand, members of the faculty of English, coordinated the programme.

Peer Assisted Training Programme(PAT)

he Department of English introduced Peer Assisted Training Programme (PAT), a student - to -
student support scheme, for the under graduate students of the Department of English, to

“nrich their language and communicative skills. Under this scheme which commenced in June
V18,3 group of 10 students would be selected and trained as Peer Facilitators to provide sup-
‘0Tt to other UG students. The programme envisages the active participation of the Student
‘cllitators who would train themselves with the aid of their teachers as well as an external
~ntor. The student Facilitators will be issued certificates after three years of their participa-

~1as trainers. The Departmental coordinator of the programme, Prof. Sreelekshmy B. would
“ecuting the programme with the assistance of a mentor hired to instruct the student train-
'l various techniques of soft skills development. The classes are arranged twice a week

‘out affecting the regular timetable of the college.
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Y | | arded Ph. D to Prof. Deepa' R., Agsista_nt Professor
The University of K ¢ English. Her research on the topic Conjunction of Magj
o L DEpartmentD} nialism in the Select Works of Mario Vargas Llosa gpg
Realism and Postcol0o ‘od out under the guidance of Dr. Premalatha Gopinath

arr’ Narayana College, Kollam. Her rESEErcI:\

Isabel Allende was C .

f Reﬁredd er?f:;ivmmaangc:cHFiSBIE;mSZ 5 narrative device can be effectively en,.
;T;:ZZ to expose the postcolﬂnial situation.

Department of English_,w_as award-

dhi University, Kottayam, for her thesis titled Spa-

tentia ding of the Warks.of Tarun

h under the guidance of

h completed her research U ,
fessor, Department of English, Fatima Mata Na-

erala aw

tiotemporal Schizoid to EXis
J.Tejpal. Ms. Harsha Viswanat

Dr Parvathy S., Associate Pro
tional College, Kollam. The researc
place in determining the intensity o

h focused on the significance of time and
findividual and collective trauma.

ProfT.ishadfhe Department of English attended an Induction-cum-Training Programme on
search (FLAIR)organized for Language Teach-

Fostering Linkages in Academic Innovation and Re ‘
ers by the Department of Higher Education, MHRD, Government of Indiaat EFLU, Hyderabad
from 04/02/2019-15/02/2019. The insights gained from the training programme were shared

with the other members of the faculty.

P Faculty att_am_l_t One-Week Workshop on Literary mm Mo

-y T

Prof. HarshaViswanath, Prof. Asha Balachandran and Prof. Sreelekshmy B. of the Department of

English were deputed to attend a one-week workshop on “Theory in Research Writing”, spon-
sored by “Kerala State Higher Education Council” from 06/02/2019. The teachers who partici-

pated in the workshop were immensely benefitted as they have been in an advanced stage of

o
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writing their Doctoral thesis.
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Prof. Nada Rajan and Prof. Arshad Ahammad A. represented M.S.M. College in the workshop
organized by the Board of Studies in English, University of Kerala, in order to revamp the sylla-
bus for the ‘English Language Course’ to be offered to students of the First Semester Degree
course. They were entrusted to raise the concerns and suggestions and recommendations of

the members of the faculty at the meeting.
. Lyceum de Muses: A Hub of Creativity @
i.:far:iigm de Muses, the co-curricular forum of the Department of Elsh:;u;sjtﬁﬂceiﬁed as a
effeclt?vgelgr?und meant to augment ‘the‘ capacity of the students to use the English language

v for creative and communicative purposes. In February 2019, the Lyceum conducted
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sl guidanc: ents and the linguistic creativity of the UG and PG Students. Con-
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content writ _ _ d lous activities |
recaives ce:ﬂ;i;t:‘:idread;]”g,.captlnn-wrmng; public debate, and oratory. The winners
| cash prize. The programme was inaugurated by the Principal, Dr 5
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It was a pleasure€
. select group of students from | (1 who trav
’3@ English and the sccompanying s 'j’ 17 Dec
: tiad from M.5.M: College to Wayanad or e the
2018. They combined their excursior ;’” Irl- rity
noble mission of organising 4 couple ot ¢ m”P
‘n various places In the district |
long back when they

activities
preparations had
started collecting books,

begun

tionery material,
their teachers,
they garner,

friends
were

could

books
donated to the Government Higher Secondary e
School at Meppadi in Wayanad. The request from B
the school authorities for a shelf to keep the

Thf’ IL:JUUP“J[J

was also
Swami

trip
to the

The

books was also conceded.
VISt

scheduled to include a
Vivekananda Medical Mission Hospital in Muttil,
which provided free treatment to the tribal peo

nleof Wayanad. The life-sustaining medicines and
packaged food items collected from various agen

cies were handed over to the authorities of the
hospital. Also included on the itinerary was what
turned out to be an enlightening visit to the Netti-
yambam Tribal Colony near Panamaram in Pothadi
Panchayath in Wayanad. The visiting team distrib-
uted dresses, food materials,chocolates and note-
books to the inhabitants of the colony. An ad hoc
financial assistance ofRs. 2000/- was given to a
flood affected family in the area. The manage-
ment and the Principal congratulated the Depart-
ment of English for effectively organising the phil-

trip with a

medicines, dress

packaged food and n |
and the general public.

for the

difference
fw:- fii*[;firTrr|f*!qt r;f

f ‘-,r.‘! r,Tr]

ioney from

anthropic mission. Afzal Shah of Fourth Semester BA English class, who was the student-coordi-
nator of the programme, and Prof. Sajitha B., Dr Harsha Viswanath and Prof. T. Nishad who

accompanied the students, were felicitated by the Department.
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Jcher them, and point out drawbacks and t_:leﬁuent:les, With correctiye sgu en F?Ed Back
;ErmS 0 ra:; parﬁcipated in the programme were issued certificates of —— BBestions. The
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L s —— | Lecturer in the Department of Engl

2018, was accorded a befittin i

2018. The Principal, Dr Aminga S;Hil?j \:25331:“%“
guest at the function, remarked that during the hree
consecutive years of her service, Ms. Archana had

endeared herself to her colleagues and the students

alike through her amiable character, diligent work cul-

ture and integrity of conduct, and expressed her wish

that Ms. Archana would join the Department as 3 per-
manent faculty. On behalf of the students and the
teachers, Dr K. Geethakumari, HOD of English who pre-
sided over the function, presented a memento to Ms.
Archana, and draped the customary ‘Ponnaada’ around
her. All the members of the faculty and the student rep-
resentatives felicitated Ms. Archana on the occasion.
Prof. T. Nishad welcomed the gathering and Prof. Arshad
Ahammad A. proposed the Vote of Thanks.

e j———— r——

three

students who secured the highest marks at the college level in
the UG and PG examinations conducted by the University of Kerala
n 2018, were presented various cash awards sponsoredby the De-
partment of English. The cash awards of Rs. 2000/-each, instituted
inmemory of Smt. JameelaBeeviKunju Sahib, for the toppers in the -
previous and final Year Examinations for P G in English, were |
bagged by Ms. Chandana R. and Ms. Darsana Bose respectively. Ms. k
NeerajaK. S ~n the P.A.Haris Memorial Cash Award of Rs. 2000/-  Ms. Dars

ana Bose

fF’”ECUfing ti highest aggregate score in the University exami'na— (2016-2018 MA)
ons for 8.4, nglish Language and Literature. Safir N. and Adith-
*;a Ugunan ot ) Semester B.A. English received the Prof. Gracy

Yoy Mem ' Cash Award of Rs.1000/- each, for all-round

E?hteanAd - ling performance. All the awards Were disbtljlrseed

eld on 2“9“:/131 i Teachers’ Association Meet of t.he. CtOEdefh;

Winnerg @ 019.The Principal and the HOD felicita

& d
Ms. Neerd|d K.S

(2014-2017 BA’
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